ZAMBIA TOUR 2014
RETURN TO ZAMBIA
We were last in Zambia in 2009 and have been making plans to go back ever since. When
we were planning for 2014, Zambia just kept coming up and we had now amassed many
more contacts than we had during our previous visit. We prayerfully put Zambia into our
diary for October and the beginning of November 2014 with no idea that it was their 50th
celebration of independence and that our tour would coincide with 24th October,
Independence Day. Zambia is the only declared Christian Nation in the world, which gives
honour to the Father, Son and Holy Spirit in its constitution.
As you can see from the tour map, Zambia is also a unique nation in that it is surrounded
by eight nations: Tanzania, Malawi, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia, Angola
and Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC).

Zambia Tour map

Our tour of Zambia took us from:
Lusaka - Copperbelt (Ndola - Chingola - Kitwe - Chingola)
Copperbelt - Lusaka
Lusaka - Livingstone
Livingstone - Lusaka
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MIRACULOUS PROVISION
We are very thankful to the Redeemed Christian Church of God (RCCG) Head Quarters
parish for Southern Africa Zone 1, who gave us the use of their minibus for the entire
duration of our time in Zambia. They not only blessed us, but also actively participated in
blessing the nation. We would also like to thank Rajan and Bina Mahtani who covered all
of our accommodation costs in Lusaka.
As we stepped out in faith to commit to ministering in Zambia, these partnerships and acts
of faith that followed, confirmed to us that God was very much with us. Throughout the rest
of our tour all of our accommodation needs were met collectively by the churches we
ministered at. In Chingola, a lady called Cecily Van Ruyen stepped forward to offer us the
use of her home and in Livingstone the Apostolic Church in Zambia covered the majority of
our stay.

Our Transport for the Tour
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WORSHIP AND THANKSGIVING AT THE RADISSION BLU HOTEL, LUSAKA
One of our first meetings was at the Radisson Hotel hosted by Finance Bank Zambia. It
was attended by business leaders and Zambian Government cabinet ministers as well as
heads of public services such as the Police. It was a tremendous honour and privilege to
be invited to minister at this event with such a mixed audience, with people from different
faiths. We thank God for the opportunity to represent Him as the King of kings to the
leaders of the land.

The Radisson before guests arrived

Pastor John joins the Pastors as they pray for the Nation
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Leading Worship at the event
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MISSIONARIES TO ZAMBIA
This tour of Zambia took on even greater significance as Pastor John’s Grandparents were
missionaries in Zambia in the 1930’s. Below is a picture of them in Zambia in 1933.

MINISTRY
The ministry in Zambia was wonderful. Shortly before we came to Zambia, Pastor John
wrote a song to celebrate Zambia’s independence and its heritage as a declared Christian
nation. You can click on the link below to listen to it.
http://vinesong.com/index.php/resources/
Many people were blessed by this song and we enjoyed sharing it with them and sending
links to their Pastors for them to give it away.
So many people spoke about how blessed they have been by songs like ‘Let Your Living
Water Flow’, ‘Holy Spirit Move Me Now’, ‘Jesus Your Love Has Lifted Me’...... to name but
a few. We are so thankful to God, that these songs have played a significant role in the
lives of Christians in Zambia and have strengthened them in their Christian walk.

We thank God for the impact that those songs have had on the lives of so many and also
for the response during our meetings. Many Pastors contacted us to let us know that even
after we had left so many people were talking about the positive impact the ministry had on
their lives. One Pastor said that as a result of our ministry in Chingola, even those who
were unable to make it to the meeting have an increased sense of hunger for the things of
God and were returning to Church.
We ministered in churches of all sizes and denominations and we saw many people give
their lives to Christ following our ministry, which is always a great honour. We also ran
worship workshops, which many said, blessed them and changed their whole outlook on
worship.
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Ministry in Kitwe

Ministry in Lusaka

Setting up our screen for an outdoor meeting in Chingola
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Worship in Livingstone
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We were blessed during our time in Livingstone to spend some time with one of Pastor
John’s cousins, Vivienne and her son Jack. It is not often that we get to see family on the
road, so it was a real priviliege to be able to spend some time with them. We were also
grateful to be able to visit Victoria Falls, one of the seven natural wonders of the world.

Victoria Falls
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FINAL MEETING OF THE TOUR
Our final meeting of the tour took place at Bread of Life in Lusaka. We ministered in their
three Sunday morning meetings and also had a full time of ministry during the evening.
As Pastor John gave the altar call, we could not believe it when we saw 51people of all
ages come forward to accept Jesus as Lord. We were so humbled that our time in Zambia
would end so gloriously.

Top: Worship at Bread of Life; Bottom: 51 people accept Jesus during the altar call
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ON THE ROAD

Here are some scenes taken on our travels between the cities and some signs that we
found amusing on the road.

On the road from Kitwe to Chingola: If you don’t have a road sign, just make your own!

A fruit and vegetable stall on the road from Livingstone to Lusaka
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We had a good laugh when we saw these signs in Lusaka:

Please could you charge my battery whilst you are bending my doorframe?

Only God knows what I should do about your hair!
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THE PRESIDENT

The late President Michael Sata

We were saddened to hear of the passing of the President Michael Sata on 28th October
from an undisclosed illness. This is bittersweet for the country as they celebrate 50 years
of independence, an occasion which has now been tinged with sadness because of this.
Our prayers are with Zambia at this moment, that peace and stability would continue to be
the hallmark of this nation. Please pray for wisdom for those who lead during this time and
for the elections, which constitutionally should be held within 90 days. Pray that whoever
leads would continue to uphold Zambia as a peaceful and stable Christian Nation.
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TESTIMONIES
PEACE LIKE A RIVER
Following a meeting a lady came up to us and said that when she started attending the
church we had ministered at, she had come from a very different church background. The
first day that she went to the church, the worship leader was singing ‘Peace Like a River’.
She said as the lady was singing, she had a vision of the church roof opening and through
the opening she caught a glimpse of what she could only describe as heaven. She had
never ever had an experience like that and if anyone had told her that she ever would, she
would have told him or her that they were crazy. She was so blessed that she was able to
connect in person with the ministry that had changed her life and relationship with God.
THE LORD BLESS AND KEEP YOU
On our final night we spent some time in fellowship with Pastor Samuel Adeloye, the head
of Redeemed Christian Church of God (RCCG) for Zambia and a few other African
nations, and his wife. We sang a blessing over them before they left from Numbers 6:2426. Mrs. Adeloye said she had to share a testimony about that song; 18 years ago when
they were expecting their child, she had some complications around the 31st week. All the
doctors told her that it would not go well with her or the baby if she went ahead with the
birth. As she lay in her hospital bed, she opened her bible to Numbers 6:26 and it said:
“The Lord lift up His countenance upon you, and give you peace” (New King James
Version)
She knew that the Lord had spoken to her through this scripture so she just held onto the
promise contained in that verse. Even though she had received this promise from God, the
doctors kept coming to give her bad news that neither she nor the child would survive the
birth. Even as she was rushed into the Operating Theatre, she held onto that promise. She
was pronounced dead at one stage, but all honour and Glory to God He was faithful to His
promise. Not only did she survive, but so did her child, now a young man of 18. Through
the song, she felt that God was reminding her of His promise and using this scripture again
to reassure her that the promise still stands today.
BACK FOR GOOD
One Pastor shared of a couple that had moved to Zambia as expatriate teachers. They
had belonged to the church and were music teachers, so that had served in the church.
After a while they left the church and walked away from their relationship with God. They
attended one of our meetings and since that day, they have returned to God and the
church that they had once left behind.
FINAL NIGHT BLESSING
On our final night in Zambia, a family that we had met at one of our first meetings invited
us to stay with them for the night. We accepted their invitation and they told us that they
had an annexed building and a honeymooning couple was staying there for a few days.
The groom could not believe that his hosts had not only met Vinesong but that we had
been in their house. He was not aware that we were going to be staying with them on our
final night and couldn’t believe it when he met us there. He said that his very first CD as a
Christian was a Vinesong CD that he played non-stop and he credited the songs with
helping him to grow in his Christian walk.
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AND FINALLY....
We were last in Zambia 5 years ago and we all noticed a change in the outlook of the
nation. Zambia is a nation that has been blighted by poverty and ailing infrastructure. The
last time we drove from Lusaka to Livingstone, the road was under construction and the
last 70km of the journey was excruciating on the gravel road. Five years on the new road
is in fantastic condition and the memory of the previous journey was successfully erased
and super ceded by a much more pleasant one. Zambia still has some way to go in
renewing and updating its infrastructure, but aspiration levels seem to have risen and trade
looks to be on the increase.
We are thankful to God for the opportunity to minister in Zambia once again. This time our
focus has been to remind the Christians of the great heritage that they have with Zambia
being the only declared Christian Nation in the world which recognises the Father, the Son
and the Holy Spirit in its constitution. Zambia’s future will rise and fall on whether it is able
to hold on to this heritage.

THANKSGIVING AND PRAYER
Please thank God for:
• Safe travel to Zambia, within Zambia and from Zambia to the UK
• All the lives that were touched by the ministry
• All the lives that have been touched and healed over the years through the songs
• The miraculous provision of transport and accommodation throughout our stay in
Zambia
• Keeping us all healthy
• The fact that Zambia is a Christian nation, as stated in its constitution
Please pray for:
• Zambia to remain a Christian Nation accountable to God
• Zambia as it mourns for the loss of its President Michael Sata
• Stability for the nation now and in the months to come
• Continued strength and encouragement for Pastors who seek to honour their
congregations by preaching and living the truth
• A reduction in the level poverty in the nation that young people would receive a good
education and lasting, worthwhile employment
• Our health and strength as we continue to minister in: The Czech Republic and Nigeria
before the end of this year
• Our continued safety in the nations
• The countries that have been affected by the Ebola epidemic, that more lives would be
saved than lost as health professionals world wide fight to get it under control

