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We arrived in Philadelphia on 6th April. On arrival we went to pick up our van and
trailer where Sumner, our president of Vinesong USA, had parked them in secure
airport parking just prior to our arrival.
When we arrived at the trailer, we realised that the lock on the side door of the
trailer was missing and that the inside was a little messy. We didn’t think too much
of it and Dan rearranged it well enough for us to be able to pack our luggage in and
drive to Doylestown where we would stay with Sumner and his wife Pamela for the
first few days.
The next day when Daniel went to look in the trailer he realised that our golf clubs,
that we had each received as gifts over the years, our practice keyboard, our
toolbox, spare trailer tyre and wheel and a few other things had been taken.
Thankfully none of our ministry equipment was taken as Sumner had backed the
trailer up against a post in the storage facility so the thieves couldn’t get in. Ten
other trailers had been broken into on one night as thieves cut through the fence
and broke in to the facility. This was all reported to the Police who came out to
investigate. As our trailer looked as if it had been untouched, the facility did not
realise that it had been broken into as well. So we knew we were in the right place as
the enemy showed us he was not happy that we were there. We believe in a Father
that restores ALL that the locusts have eaten and we were not going to allow this
first hiccup to steal our joy.
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This year we felt the Holy Spirit leading us to concentrate our ministry mainly along
the east coast, with ministry a little further west in Ohio and Kentucky. We
ministered across 9 States: Ohio, New Jersey, Delaware, Virginia, Maryland, North
Carolina, Georgia, Kentucky and Florida as well as the federal district of Washington
D.C. We were able to visit churches and stay with families that we have known for
some time, as we love to build relationship and forged many new relationships with
new ministries. All of the meetings were a real blessing and many people told us how
their lives had been touched and changed by the ministry. This particular message
encouraged us so much:
“Superb! I have never before been so moved by the Holy Spirit through song like I
was today with Vinesong. You have left a permanent mark on my life to put on
spiritual glasses. Thank you for blessing me today in ways to deep to express.”

Light snow in Columbus
This year, unlike last year, it didn’t snow in Doylestown, but it did snow after we
arrived at out first destination for ministry in Columbus, Ohio.
THE MESSAGE
The message this year focused on ‘Christ in you the hope of glory’. It was a real
encouragement for Christians to rise up and realise that Christ within us means that
the world around us has to be different. The atmosphere must change when we
enter the room. Our companies are blessed because we carry God’s presence, but
that also means that we must be diligent, worthy workers.

When we walk on the streets, the demons cry out: “Watch out, here comes one of
God’s anointed, get out of the way!”. If we take a hold of the message and live it, we
can live powerful and effective lives for the Kingdom of God. It changes our
perspective on the problems and obstacles that we face as part of life and allows us
to give God thanks in all things, no matter how they appear. The revelation of Christ
in you is the key to spiritual maturity.

OHIO
We ministered at Oasis Tabernacle in Sugarcreek and spent time again with our
friends there. God really ministered to lives and hearts throughout the time that we
spent with them and it was a joy to get to know them all on a much deeper level.
Again they spoiled us and treated us with such love, respect and dignity that words
are not adequate to express.
On hearing that Daniel’s golf clubs had been stolen, including the driver that they
had bought for him last year, some of the men got together and bought him an
entire set of premium golf clubs and golf shoes so that he could play golf with them
during our stay.
We were all blown away, no one more so than Daniel. This is just one of the many
kindnesses that we were shown and as you can see from the pictures below, we had
a great time of fellowship together.

NEW JERSEY
We encountered such opposition when planning our tour to New Jersey. Many
churches committed and then at the last minute challenges arose for each of them,
which threatened to affect our meetings negatively. Thanks be to God the threats
did not become reality and all the meetings went ahead including one meeting
which brought together many Pastors from different denominations.
We led a Worship Workshop in the early afternoon, which was followed by an
evening of Worship. The Pastors spoke about how unity had been a struggle and
even getting the meeting together seemed almost impossible. Below is a picture of
all the Pastors standing together. Pastor John prayed for them and prayed for
greater unity amongst them. This was the first time that these Pastors from
different denominations had come together for a joint event.

The Pastors that joined together in New Jersey

WORSHIP WORKSHOP TEACHING
During the Worship workshop, Pastor John spoke on narcissism (self-love) in the
pulpit. He spoke about how when he was younger at school the science teacher did
an experiment. He wrapped a bean in wet cotton wool and left it on a windowsill in
the sun. After a few days the bean started to sprout and a plant started to grow out
of it.

Bean growing in sunlight

The teacher then took a prism and put it onto the windowsill between the sunlight
and the plant. The prism caused the sunlight to refract and made a beautiful rainbow
of colours.

Pure sunlight through a prism
Unfortunately for the new plant, the rainbow of refracted light brought death and
within a few hours the plant was dead.
Pastor John explained that there are many leaders within the church that act in such
a way that God has to shine His light through people’s personalities and in the end
what looks like life, actually brings spiritual death.

ATTACK
The morning after this teaching we knew that we had come up against some strong
opposition.
• When we got to our van the next morning it wouldn’t start
• We finally got the van jump started and got to the church 45 minutes before
the first set up
• On his way to the restroom, Pastor John saw only two of three steps on a
shiny white tiled floor and he fell very hard injuring himself. Paramedics were
called and tended to him. Amazingly he still preached less than an hour later
in the first service and played the piano as we ministered in Worship and also
preached the Word in the second service

•

•
•

•

The screens in the church wouldn’t work to display our words and we had to
do a quick work around so that people could see what we were singing and
also see the key points for the message
Our microphones started to act strangely, the batteries were full and we had
not encountered the problem during sound check
We got stuck in heavy Friday afternoon traffic on our way to our next
meeting in the Bronx – strange considering it was a Sunday afternoon and
then discovered it was because a car had broken down on the highway.
At the meeting in the Bronx just at the end of our time of ministry, our sound
desk acted as if it was being remotely controlled by someone else

We know that there is an enemy and that he is not happy with what we are doing.
but in the midst of it all, we serve a great God who turns everything around for good,
for those who love Him. We are grateful that God continues to use us.
Pastor John stunned us all that day with his true missionary spirit, he would not quit
until the day of ministry was over and we were able to take him to the emergency
room at midnight. It turned out later that he had torn all the muscles off his rotator
cuff in his shoulder and was advised to go into surgery. He has declined that and he
is trusting the Lord for a miracle as we have a full year of ministry booked ahead with
no time for recovery or surgery.

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER

Leading worship at the pre-gathering
The National Day of Prayer this year was very well coordinated and uplifting. We
were invited to minister at the pre-gathering before the main event on Capitol Hill.
The pre-gathering was held in the Cannon Building the building where the members
of the House of Representatives are situated.
We led worship at the beginning of the meeting and the meeting itself was a really
powerful time of exchange between a panel of Youth and Church leaders/Elders.

Gathered on the West Lawn at Capitol Hill

It was a cold and drizzly day on the National Day of Prayer, but there was a real
sense of unity and purpose as we stood and prayed for the nation.
REHAB
Pastor Lon Solomon of Mclean Bible church gave a 10-minute address about how he
had been in rehab for two years, not for drugs, alcohol or anything sexual, but for
arrogance. He confessed that he had been isolationist thinking that his church didn’t
need anybody and that they were self-sufficient. He said that God convicted him and
that he started to reach out to other Pastors and met with them personally to repent
of his former ways and ask them for their forgiveness. Now he shares his pulpit with
other Pastors in the area and is proactive in working with other churches. This
testimony was a real encouragement to the Church and Pastors present. So often
Pastors are so focused on building their own congregations that they do not want to
work with other churches for fear of losing members. It was refreshing to hear a
Pastor humbly acknowledging this problem and sharing his journey to fellowship and
unity with others, encouraging others to do the same.
If ministry is not Christ-centered and washed in the blood of Jesus Pastor John
always cautions about the 4 M’s:
The Man
His Ministry
The Monument (to his ministry)
The Memorial
In humbly acknowledging his self-sufficiency, God is able to do more with the
ministry for His Kingdom and glory than Pastor Solomon and Mclean Bible Church
could ever have done on their own.

HAGERSTOWN PRISON
MARYLAND CORRECTIONAL TRAINING CENTER (MCTC)

When we were ministering in Kenya last year, we posted a picture of us ministering
in a prison there. A lady called Geraldine Buckley who was so excited to see us
ministering in a prison contacted us. Geraldine went on to tell us how she became a
Christian in the late 1980’s whilst sitting under Vinesong’s ministry in London and
how her journey with the Lord had led her amongst other things to becoming the
Chaplain at a medium-security men’s prison in Maryland, USA for a period of 3 years.
We communicated with Geraldine and told her that we would be ministering in
Maryland this year. She jumped at the chance to get us invited to minister in the
prison and spoke to the current Chaplain who invited us to minister to the men.
Having completed paperwork and having had contact with the Chaplain and the
person in charge of receiving and processing our paperwork for the visit we were
contented that everything would go ahead as planned. Two days before the prison
visit, however, we were told that some paperwork hadn’t been filled in and
therefore it would be ‘impossible’ for us to minister.
We couldn’t believe it, it was as if we had been dealt a devastating blow. We quickly
realised, this was the enemy trying to stop us so we called out to God and took
authority over the situation; the enemy was not going to steal this opportunity away
from the prisoners and us without a fight. Dan called the administrator to find out,
whether if we submitted the missing paperwork for the next day, we could get the

visit back on track. She said that if she had all the paperwork by the next morning,
she would walk the paperwork through the administration process, personally
seeing to it would be signed off on by all the necessary parties. Only when the
paperwork had been signed off would she be able to let us know whether the visit
would go ahead as planned.
The next morning, after a few telephone calls and emails, we received confirmation
that we would be able to minister in the prison. Praise God!

The main gate
When we arrived at the prison, it was as if all hell broke loose. A red-faced, angry
Prison Officer at the gate called for back up when he saw everything in our van and
trailer and assumed that we wanted to drive our van and trailer into the prison to
offload it. All we had wanted to do was offload all the pre-approved equipment that
we needed at the gate and then park our van outside. Needless to say after much
deliberating and searching the Prison Officers understood our intentions, they were
very helpful and commandeered a tractor with a flat bed trailer with mesh sides and
a golf cart to transport us and the equipment to the Chapel.
The Prison has a church, which is held in the Prison Chapel and we had been invited
to minister at the regular Thursday evening service. As well as the Chaplain, there
are church leaders, inmates that have been chosen to be elders in the church and
they even have a Pastor who is an inmate. Before meetings, those who are church
members meet an hour early to pray for the meeting and each other and when we
arrived with the equipment, the Chapel was teeming with men who had come early
to pray. The atmosphere was filled with expectancy and real joy. As women,
Charlene and Rachael were so surprised at how respectful the men were to them
and how comfortable they made the whole team feel. We knew that we were
amongst family. Many of these men had committed terrible crimes, but they had
come to know Jesus and everything negative thing that had characterised them, had
truly been washed in the blood of the Lamb.
The inmates helped us to offload all the equipment and a few of those who seemed
well versed in setting up equipment and PA systems asked if they could help us. They
dutifully followed our instructions and did everything that they could to help.

One of the inmates was in charge of hospitality and he saw to it that we had
refreshments. Once we had finished setting up, we were taken to the Chaplain’s
office by the ushers. There, we were offered some small snacks by the inmate in
charge of hospitality, and more hot drinks. We later found out from Geraldine that
the men tithe their small income at the prison to pay for the snacks.
The service started and right from the beginning we could see the men worshipping
and soaking in the presence of the Lord. We knew that we were in the right place
and we could see why it had been such a struggle to get in.
As the meeting went on, we felt as if we were getting a glimpse of heaven. We could
see tears streaming down many faces and eyes closed in reverence as the men
soaked in the presence of God and allowed the words of the songs to go deep down
into them. For the first time we could sense how revival could break out, even
behind prison doors as in the time of Paul and Silas.
As a team, the atmosphere of faith, hope and freedom that we were in, in prison, a
place associated with the loss of freedom and privacy as punishment for crimes
committed was unparalleled. If anyone would have told us before we had entered
the prison that we would have one of the most memorable meetings ever in terms
of the presence of God, the atmosphere of faith and hope and the complete
reverence for a real and present God, we would never have believed it. However,
that is what happened.
We sensed that we were in the room with Apostles, Teachers, Evangelists, Prophets
and Preachers. It was as if these men, who were guilty of serious crimes, were being
schooled by the Holy Spirit who was dealing with the issues that life had thrown at
them and the enemy that had tried to use against them.
One of the inmate leaders came up to us, with tears streaming down his face, he told
us that he had been incarcerated for 32 years and that in all that time, he had never
had such an experience. One inmate told us that he had to come to prison to be
free.
Following the meeting, Chaplain Jerry, said that he was “blown away by the
ministry”. We know that something significant happened on that night, the
magnitude of which we may never fully comprehend. God’s presence was so
tangible and we know that wherever He is, there is true liberty.
Geraldine also told us that the men’s crying openly was a huge deal. She said that
she had known men to cry in her office when she was the Chaplain after she had had
to inform them that one of their family members had passed away. To have the men
cry openly during the meeting she said was unheard of.

DIVINE APPOINTMENTS
Warsaw, VA
We were thrilled to meet again with dear friends of ours Rod and Beth Parker who
we met years ago. They in turn introduced us to the wonderful people of Cobham
Park Baptist under the leadership of Pastor Donald Bowen. It creates such a sense of
belonging to something greater than ourselves when like minded people meet and
become wonderful brothers and sisters in Christ. That is how we feel about the new
friendships we made and the ever growing friendship between us and the Parkers.
Later in the tour some congregation members from Cobham Park Baptist who were
very touched by the ministry met us at another church in Orlando.
Jim & Pat Ammons, Culpepper, VA
We are always amazed by the way that God connects us with people and churches.
Last year we met Pat Ammons and her sister at the New Jersey Turnpike when we
parked next to each other. Somehow we got talking and we ended up sharing words
of encouragement and praying for their situation Pat gave us her details and asked
that if we were ever in her area, Culpepper Virginia, to please contact her. We
contacted her, which resulted in an overnight stay on our way to North Carolina.

Dan working with Jim Ammons on much needed equipment repairs

Camden United Methodist Church, NC
Continuing in the fashion of meeting up with new ministries who later on become
great friends in the faith; a few years ago, a church music director, Wayne Snyder
was present at our ministry at a church in Virginia. Through Wayne’s contact, we
were invited to minister at his home church in Camden, North Carolina. We were
treated so hospitably and with so much kindness. We sensed such a presence of the
Holy Spirit in the small Methodist church and the many lives that were touched. We
received such encouraging messages of what God did in those people’s lives that
night. May it stay permanent and ever growing in Jesus name!

Renstone, Lavonia, GA
Around 6 years ago, we happened upon Renstone Bed and Breakfast and Spa on the
Lake when we were looking for accommodation on our way to Atlanta, Georgia. This
year was our third visit and as always it was a pleasure to be with Renie Chandler
again. It was a unique time of ministry as we did a small set-up and ministered to
Renie, her friends and her family.
Situated in Lavonia, Georgia on Lake Hartwell, Renstone offers the perfect getaway
from the hustle and bustle of the city and suburbs. http://www.renstone.com

The calm, peaceful, picturesque Renstone

LOUISVILLE
During our tour we were invited to minister in two mid-week services at Evangel
Church in Louisville, Kentucky. We ministered in the downtown campus, which was
attended by church members as well as men and women on the church drug and
alcohol rehabilitation programme. We saw many people give their lives to Jesus.
We also ministered at Evangel World Prayer Centre, the main campus on Billtown
Road. Prior to the meeting, John was interviewed live on Bob Rodgers Network a
24/7 online Christian television network. He prayed for callers and spoke about the
Holy Spirit not being a tongue, or a mere gift, but a person.

The two Johns on set: Presenter John Carmichael and our very own John Watson

GEORGIA
In Georgia we had tremendous meetings at churches in and around Atlanta. From
Atlanta we travelled to Savannah to spend time with our Friends Jeff and Lila Scott.
Jeff was previously on the board of Vinesong USA and he and Lila had housed and
hosted the previous team on their ministry visits to Washington DC for the National
Day of Prayer and ministry in Virginia and Maryland. The team was very big back
then and so it was extra special for them to be able to stay together in one home.

The Scott’s have since moved to Savannah and we spent a few days with them. We
ministered in their home to them and their friends. It was a very intimate setting and
we had a real sense of God’s presence as we ministered in song.

Ministry at the Scott residence

FLORIDA

Florida Tour Map

Our first stop in Florida was St. Augustine, which lays claim to being the oldest city in
America, founded by the Spanish in 1565. This was our third visit and the first time
that Andy Kitts, the man that John had met on the plane in 2009 who then
connected us with his church, was in the country at the time of our visit.
It was a pleasure to meet with Andy again and for him to finally be able to partake in
the ministry live and direct.

MIAMI

John with David Delsesto

In Miami John met with David Delsesto, the former Road Manager and Manager for
Andraé Crouch. John and David met when John worked for Andraé Crouch
Ministries. John recounts how David one day stopped and said to him, “You’re going
to have a ministry one day.” Music ministry was the furthest thing from John’s mind
at that point, so he avoided David for about 3 days. Little did John know that not
long after that the ministry of Vinesong would be birthed.

We had great times of ministry in Florida and even took part in a street outreach
meeting in Miami.

Ministry in Florida

AND FINALLY….
We had a wonderful tour this year. Our highlight was the prison ministry, however
there were many great times of ministry and we saw many people give their lives to
Jesus.
We remarked on how we spent a lot of time together in hosts’ houses this year
which really allowed us to feel at home on the road. Special thanks go to Pastor
Wayne and Martha Weaver, Tom and Janey Clark, Kola and Ronke Oke, Renie
Chandler, Bill and Beulah Widdows and Ed and Laura Wideman. Your generosity
towards us and your love for us is appreciated more than you know. A big thank you
also to all of the other families who hosted us during our tour.
The emphasis on unity that we experienced during Pastor Lon Solomon’s address at
the National Day of Prayer is something that we pray all church leaders and churches
gain a true revelation of. For us to experience God’s Kingdom, we have to be actively
engaged in implementing it both personally and corporately.

We would like you to thank God with us for the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Every person that was born again through the ministry
Every person that was encouraged and uplifted by the worship and the
message
For providing for our every need physically, spiritually and financially
For everyone that experienced God’s healing touch
For the generosity of all those that hosted us
For the extravagant love of God that knows no limits or boundaries

Prayer Points:
•

•

•
•

Pray for healing for John’s arm specifically:
o The muscles torn off the rotator cuff (on his right shoulder)
o The deep tears in his bicep and forearm muscles
Pray for the prisoners at Maryland Correctional Training Center (MCTC):
o That God would use them for His glory in the prison and beyond
o That they would be a witnesses in all that they do and say
That the message of ‘Christ in You the hope of Glory’ would be a reality for all
of us on a daily basis
For our upcoming tours in Poland, Israel, Rwanda, Uganda and Nigeria as well
as our ministry in England and Scotland through July to beginning August

